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Nevada Interscholastic Activities Association 

549 Court Street  Reno, NV  89501 

(775) 453-1012  Fax (775) 453-1016 
 
Mr. Bart Thompson, Executive Director 
Mr. Robert Sullivan, President 
 

 

   

        June 9, 2016 

 

 

TO: NIAA Sport Commissioners / Official Association Presidents / NIAA Member Schools 

 

FR: Jay Beesemyer, Assistant Director 

 

RE: 2016 COMMISSIONERS MEETING MINUTES 

 
The 2015-2016 NIAA Commissioners meeting was held Friday, June 3, 2016, at the NIAA Executive Office, Reno, 

Nevada. 

 

NIAA Commissioners Present:   Association Presidents Present: 

Gerald Ackerman, NENOA    Vince Kristosik, SNOA 

Ted Branson, NNOA Swimming   Bill Webb, NENOA 

Chris Healy, NNBUA     Chris Roope, NSSRA 

Dennis White, NNWOA    Jack Beach, NNSOA  

Mike Evans, NNSOA     Darren Fleck, NNFOA 

Marc Ratner, SNOA      

Ray Oxoby, NNBOA      

Patty Stoddard, NSSRA        

Robert Otteson, CNSO        

Jeff Dahle, NNFOA           

       

Others Present: 
Bart Thompson, NIAA Executive Director 

Jay Beesemyer, NIAA Assistant Director 

Donnie Nelson, NIAA Assistant Director 

Rob May, NNBOA 

Paul Lenae, NNVOA 

Clark Evans, ArbiterSports 

John Evans, ArbiterSports 

 

 

 

COMMISSIONER MEETING MINUTES 
 

The meeting began at 9:00 AM with Rob May, NNBOA, leading the group in the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  
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I. Mr. Jay Beesemyer, NIAA Assistant Director, opened the meeting by asking all in attendance 

to introduce themselves and bring to light any concerns that they would like to have discussed 

in this meeting. 

a. Introduced Ted Branson, who replaced Rick Kaufmann as Commissioner for NNOA 

Swimming & Diving. 

 

II. Mr. Bart Thompson, Executive Director, NIAA, welcomed and thanked the group for their 

efforts this past year, noting that very few official issues were brought before him over the 

course of his first year as Executive Director. 

 

III. Mr. Beesemyer asked that everyone bring to light any concerns that they would like discussed 

in this meeting. Jack Beach (Softball) asked about possible rule changes, especially to the 

mercy rule, as many games were lopsided and taking too long to complete. Chris Healy 

mentioned that “pitch counts” were being discussed across the nation and was adamant in 

stating that umpires should not be involved in counting pitches. Patty Stoddard (Soccer) 

mentioned that officials have the authority to call time and have players take water breaks in 

severe heat. Ray Oxoby (Basketball) spoke about security concerns and how he has seen 

improvement in this area. He also mentioned that announcers (PA) need to be reminded that 

play by play is not allowed. Marc Ratner (SNOA) said that there were a couple of bench 

clearings this past year in basketball and football but those were handled with the aid and 

review of available game film. Paul Lenae spoke about official evaluations and how their group 

(NNVOA) has made use of online evaluations through ArbiterSports platform. He also 

mentioned coach concerns in regards to who sees these evaluations, fearing that a poor 

evaluation may be used against them in future matches. Vince Kristosik mentioned that SNOA 

official numbers are down and reviewed what the SNOA has done in that area to try and 

increase the number of registered officials. He also mentioned that the SNOA will now conduct 

7 meetings for each sport, requiring officials to attend at least 5 to be eligible for postseason 

contests. Mr. Otteson (CNSO) said their numbers have also dropped (especially in baseball / 

softball) and thanked all for the help in covering games this past season. He asked how officials 

from other association officials can be added to their group in ArbiterSports without incurring 

additional costs. Ellen Townsend spoke to the need to have a secure area for volleyball officials 

before and after a match. There was additional discussion from others as to what has been done 

in the past and what solutions may work moving forward. 

 

IV. Mr. Beesemyer mentioned that the group needed to address the NIAA Board of Control 

Officials Liaison position and provided a timeline of what had transpired in recent meetings as 

to the selection of this person. After discussion, it was decided that Mr. Kristosik would 

continue to serve as the Officials Liaison for 2016-17. 

 

 

V. The 2016-2017 Officials Fee Schedule (Exhibit ‘A”) was presented to the group. A 1% 

increase to the current fee schedule (2015-2016) was implemented with computations shown 

and agreed upon. Also, 2016-2017 changes to the state mileage rate were reviewed. The State 

of Nevada mileage rate decreased from .575 to .54 per mile. Mr. Beesemyer suggested the rate 

of decrease in the driver fee suggests that the rider fee also be decreased from .21 to .20 for the 

upcoming 2016-2017 season. A vote was taken to make this change and it was approved 

unanimously. 

 

VI. Mr. Beesemyer addressed upcoming 2016-2017 coaches meeting schedule and thanked the 

commissioners and others for their help in organizing and conduction these meetings. He asked 
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they look at previous meeting outlines and bring forward any suggestions on additional items 

that believe need to be covered during these important meetings. 

 

 

VII. NIAA Officials Registration 

a. Cost for one sport registration will remain at $18.00 per sport / $17.00 for NFHS Insurance 

and $9.50 for background check – for a total of $44.50. Mr. Beesemyer stated the 

ArbiterSports registration module used in 2015-16 cost the NIAA approximately $1,200.00 

to register officials. (.875 per official – which is half of the current ArbiterSports fee of 

$1.50).  

b. Increasing the per-sport fee to $20 was briefly discussed to cover this ArbiterSports cost. It 

was finally determined to not increase the fee and to continue for another year with the 

current registration process.  Clark Evans from ArbiterSports agreed to keep the registration 

charge at .875 per official, which the NIAA will once again absorb. 

 

VIII. Background Checks 

a. Mr. Beesemyer stated the background check process with Peopletrail worked well with 

only a couple of officials being “flagged” as not meeting the criteria to officiate. He also 

noted that total registration numbers were slightly down from last year, stating the new 

background check policy as being a possible contributor to this decline. 

b. Mr. Beesemyer informed the group that background checks would continue and be run each 

year for all registering officials. 

 

LUNCH BREAK @ 12:05 p.m. 

 

RE-CONVENE MEETING @ 1:00 p.m. 

 

IX. Clark Evans and John Evans from ArbiterSports addressed the group and answered and 

addressed questions and concerns. Testing was discussed and it was suggested by Clark Evans 

that the ArbiterSports platform be used by all officials, making it clearer / easier for assignors 

to identify officials who had completed all steps in the registration process and were “ready” to 

be assigned.  There was also discussion of establishing “deadline dates” for registration for 

each individual group / sport. Mr. Beesemyer stated he would get with each group to establish 

these deadline dates. 

 

X. Mercy Rule Information 

Mr. Beesemyer mentioned to the group that new “mercy rules” were passed by the NIAA 

Board of Control for football and basketball. The current 45-point rule for football and 40-point 

rule for basketball were both lowered to 35. Both will be in effect at any point in the contest, 

not just the first half. Many in the group brought up the need for an additional “run-rule” in 

baseball and softball, which Mr. Beesemyer stated was on the upcoming June 2016 NIAA 

Board of Control agenda for consideration. (15 after 3 innings - to go with the already 

established “10 after 5” rule). 

 

 

 

 **Meeting adjourned at approximately 2:05 PM      

 


